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Crime in the United States 
: Assaults on Federal Officers 
Bomb Summary 


FOREWORD 


Few if any occupations have the potential for 
precipitating the violent and life-threatening situations 
inherent in the law enforcement profession. Upholding the 
law and protecting citizens and their property are the sworn 
duties of every peace officer. When assailants take the lives 
of the men and women performing these duties, the ever-present 
dangers of the law enforcement profession are brought abruptly 
to the forefront. 


Armed with the knowledge of past experience, the 
officers of our Nation may become more able to cope with the 
tense and violence-prone situations with which they are 
regularly confronted. To provide this knowledge is the main 
objective of this publication, which has been produced on 
an annual basis for the last 7 years. 


Since officers will continue to be exposed to 
hazardous circumstances, it is imperative that they be afforded 
the most comprehensive and well-planned training and most 
effective equipment available. The data presented herein is 
intended for use in the development of such training programs 
and in the selection of such equipment to safeguard officers' 
lives. Also, it is hoped the information will aid the criminal 
justice community and legislators who are seeking answers to . 
our Nation's crime problem, as well as alert the public for 
whom the law enforcement officer dedicates and oftentimes 
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METHODOLOGY 


The statistics in this report pertain to duly sworn 
Federal, state, and local law enforcement officers having full 
arrest powers who are killed feloniously in the line of duty. 
Officers who die in accidents or who are slain outside the 
realm of official law enforcement activities are excluded from 
the publication. 


Local law enforcement agencies active in the Uniform 
Crime Reporting (UCR) Program submit preliminary information 
relative to the killing of any officer within their jurisdiction. 
Additionally, FBI field and legal attache offices are responsible 
for reporting such incidents occurring in the United States 
and its territories, as well as the felonious slaying of any 
officer with a United States law enforcement agency assigned to 
duties’ in another country. By corroborating the material 
gathered through this twofold reporting procedure, the Natsaety 
of the data tabulated is ensured. 


After receipt of initial reports, the UCR Program, 
through FBI field offices, directs inquiries to the victim 
officer's employing agency to obtain additional details regarding 
the circumstances surrounding his death. Criminal history 
data of known offenders in these killings are obtained from 
the FBI's Identification Division. 


COMMENTS 


| In 1978, 93 law enforcement officers lost their 
lives in the line of duty. For the first time since this 


data collection effort began in 1961, the total showed no 


change from the previous year; 93 officers were also slain 

in 1977. Not since 1969, when 86 officers were murdered, has” ~~ 
a lower total been reported. A comparison of the figures 

for the years 1974 and 1978 shows a decrease of 30 percent. 


Although the yearly totals of officers killed in 
1977 and 1978 were identical, the circumstances surrounding 
or activities resulting in officers' deaths varied greatly 
in some categories. In 1977, 22 officers were slain on © 
responding to disturbance calls (family quarrels, man-with-gun 
calls, bar fights, etc.), while in 1978 this figure dropped 
to 10--a 55-percent decrease. Two-thirds fewer officers were 
slain on responding to burglaries in progress or while pursuing 
burglary suspects; those activities claimed the lives of 9 


officers in 1977 and 3 in 1978. Conversely, the number of 
officers killed in ambush attacks tripled during the 2-year 
period, rising from 4 in 1977 to 12 in 1978. Although no 
officers were slain while handling mentally deranged persons 
in 1977, 3 lost their lives performing this duty the following 
year. 


During 1978, robberies or burglaries in progress, 
pursuit of suspects in connection with these offenses, and 
attempting arrests for other crimes accounted for 42 percent 
of the total officers killed. Fifteen percent were slain 
while enforcing traffic laws; 13 percent were ambushed; 11 percent 
were responding to disturbance calls; 9 percent were investi- 
gating suspicious persons or circumstances; 8 percent were 
involved in the handling, transporting, or custody of prisoners; 
and 3 percent were slain by mentally. deranged persons. 


Sixty-six percent, or 61, of the 93 victim officers 
in 1978 were killed while assigned to patrol duties. Of these, 
only 2 were on foot patrol with the remaining 59 assigned 
to patrol vehicles at the time of the attacks. Twenty-one 
officers--23 percent of the total--were detectives or 
officers on special assignments. It is significant that 
ll off-duty officers gave their lives while taking appropriate 
police action relative to criminal matters in 1978 as 
compared to the 7 off-duty officers slain in 1977--an 
increase of 57 percent. 


Assailants 


At the time of this printing, 84 of the 93. felonious 
slayings of law enforcement officers during 1978 had been 
cleared ‘by arrest or exceptional means. Of the 127 offenders 
identified in connection with the killings, 94 percent were 
male, 56 percent were white, and 62 percent were from 18 to 
30 years of age. Fourteen of the offenders were justifiably 
killed at the time of the incident or in ensuing coneeon ees et 
3 were slain by victim officers: ~One assailant” committed~ pe 
suicide subsequent to his attack on an officer. , 


Interestingly, 62 percent of the 127 offenders had 
prior criminal arrests and of those more than one-third had — : 
been arrested for a violent crime. Half of the total offenders 
had previous convictions for criminal charges of which 
89 percent had been granted some form of leniency following 
their convictions. Twenty-nine offenders were on parole or 
‘probation at the time of the incident. 


Twenty-six officers (28 percent) were acquainted 
with their assailants prior to the incidents resulting in their 
deaths. It remains apparent that an officer must exercise 
great. caution with persons he encounters while performing. 
official duties regardless of prior relationships. 


Weapons 


The use of firearms as the weapons to kill law 
enforcement officers rose 10 percent in 1978. Such weapons 
were used in 98 percent of the 1978 murders as compared to 
89 percent the year before. A further breakdown of victims 
of fatal gunshot wounds in 1978 reveals that 66 officers were 
slain with handguns, 14 with rifles, and 11 with shotguns. 
Handguns were the murder weapons 12 percent more often in 
1978 than in 1977. Only 2 officers were slain in 1978 with 
weapons other than firearms; 1 was strangled and the other 
was beaten with a blunt object. 


Handguns are by far the most prevalent weapons sea 
to kill law enforcement officers. Two types--.38 caliber and 
-357 magnum-~accounted for 58 percent of all deaths by 
handguns; but while these two types dominated all others, it 
must be noted that 11 different varieties were wielded by 
assailants in the fatal attacks. Fourteen of the 66 officers 
slain with handguns were killed with their own service 
firearms. 


In 1978, gunshot wounds to the head resulted in 45. 
officers' deaths, representing 49 percent of all firarms 
slayings. Thirty-seven officers were fatally wounded in the 
upper torso, and 9 officers died from gunshot wounds below the 
waist.. For the first time since 1973, fatal wounds to the 
head have outnumbered those to the Upper torso. 


Data regarding distance between the victim officer and 


his assailant at the time of. the killings by firearms have been 


collected since 1972. 1978 followed the experience of ‘past 
years with more firearm fatalities--41 percent of this year's 
total--occurring from a distance of 0 to 5 feet. However, 26 
percent, or 24, of the 91 victims were shot from a distance 
of 11 to 20 feet, the highest percentage ever for this range. 
Twenty-two percent were shot from a range of 6 to 10 feet, 

and the remaining 11 percent were shot from over 20 feet away. 
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When the distance between the victim officer and 
the assailant was related to incidents wherein officers were 
fatally wounded in the head (the location of wounds resulting 


in more 1978 deaths than any other), it was seen that nearly 


half or 22 of the officers receiving head: wounds were shot 
from 5 feet or closer. Eight officers were shot from the 
6-to. 10-feet range; 9 from 11 to 20 feet; 3 from 21 to 50 
feet; and 3 from over 50 feet. Of the total of 5 officers 
shot from a distance greater than 50 feet, 3 received fatal 
wounds to the head. 


Places 


As in past years, the Southern Region, which accounts 
for the largest portion of the United States population, led 
all other areas of the Nation in line-of-duty slayings during 
1978. Of the 93 killings, 47 or 51 percent of the murders 
occurred in the Southern States; 20 or 22 percent in the 
Western States; 12 or 13 percent in the Northeastern States; 

10 or 11 percent in the North Central States; and 4 in 
Puerto Rico. a 


California suffered the greatest loss with 12 officers 


killed, while Texas followed with 9. In 1978, 32 states, the 


District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico reported at least one 
officer slain feloniously and over half of these reported — 
more than one officer killed. 


Times 


As in past years, most officer slayings during 1978 
(63 percent) occurred between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m., reaffirming-the fact that this time-frame is the - 
most perilous for law enforcement. officers. The hours between...... 
4:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. were the least dangerous in 1978 with 
only 2 officers slain compared to the 8 officers killed during 
the same time period in 1977. Furthermore, unlike recent years 


_. in which no hour of the day was free from having a reported 


fatality, four l-hour periods recorded no deaths in 1978. 


More officers were slain in August of 1978 than in 
any other month of the year. In this month alone, 16 (17 
percent) of the killings occurred. The lowest number of 
line-of-duty deaths was recorded in March with 2. 


On viewing data for the days of the week, Friday 
was highest with 18 officers slain, while Sunday was lowest 
with 9. Although the volume varied somewhat from day to 
day, no dramatic differences were seen, illustrating that 
an officer's well-being can be in jeopardy at any time. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
by Region | 
1977 and 1978 | 


CC LLEEL 
North Central 


TOTAL, all Regions Soute 
1978: 93 | 1977|1978 


Puerto Rico 
U.S. Virgin Islands 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1978 
Region, Division, State, Agency 
Type of Weapon 


Region 


Division Type of Weapon 


Stat i 
Agenc | | Handgun| Rifle | shotgun | Other _ 
ce Te 


NORTHEAST 12 od ! 


New England 


Maine | 
Paris 1 1. 
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Massachusetts i 
Lowell 1 1 


—_ 
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Vermont 
Fish and Game 
Department 1 . 1 
(club) 
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Middle Atlantic 


New Jersey 
Newark 1 = oe 


{= 
t— 


New York 5 
New York 4 4 
Port Authority of. fo Ee OR CO: CMe Pe TOL | 
New York and 
New Jersey 1 1 


jon 


Pennsylvania 
Delaware County 
Court House and 
Park Police 1 
Harrisburg 1 1 
Philadelphia 1 
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Region 
| Division 


Type of Weapon 


| 
| 1 0 


NORTH CENTRAL 10 8 1 1 


East North Central 


Michigan 1 1 
Jackson 2 
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Ohio 2 de 3 1 
Cincinnati ee | 
Clark County 1 | 1 
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Wisconsin 2 2 
Waukesha County 2 2 


West No rth Central 


Kansas 1 1 
Highway Patrol 1 a! 


Minnesota. 2 AE: ee PE 1 
Douglas County - A= a ae 
Roseau 1 


-~- | Missouri | 
Jefferson County 
Kansas City 
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South Atlantic 


District of Columbia 1 1 
Washington 1 
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‘| Region 


Division Type of Weapon 
State 


Florida 5 5 
Broward County = 
Coral Gables 
Escambia County 
Hernando County 
Highway Patrol 
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Georgia 
Atlanta 1 
Catoosa County 1 
Houston County 4 


Joo 
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Maryland 2 
Prince George's 
County ra . 2 


Ino 


North Carolina 1 1 
Wilmington 1 1 


Virginia | 2 1 | 
Henrico County 1 1. . ; ~ A 
James City County 1 1 


{— 


Department of 
Natural Resources i Eee 1 


East. South Central 


Alabama 
Department of 
Conservation 
Prichard 


[po 
[po 


1 1 
1 1 
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Region 


Division ; Total. Type of Weapon 


State Officers 
ae 


Agenc Killed 
Kentucky "a 1 1 


Campton 1 1 


Mississippi [5 
Columbia 
Franklin County 
Leland 
Natchez 
Taylorsville 


[= 
bo 
[bo 


ae a a as 
— 


Tennessee 5 
Chattanooga 2 
‘Giles County . 1 1 
Nashville 2 


Jou 


West South Central 


Io 
Ia 


Louisiana 
Henderson 
Jefferson Parish 
Lafourche Parish 
Saint Tammany . 

: Parish 1 1 

Dee. oe Shreveport Bere en Creeuien Menge Uneeniet eneen 

é Union Parish 1 1 
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Oklahoma 
Catoosa 1 1 
Highway Patrol 3 1 2 
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Texas 
Austin 1 1 
Department of 
Public Safety 1 1 
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Region 


Division | Type of Weapon 


Fort Worth 1° 1 
Harker Heights 1 1 
Houston 1 1 
Mission 1 1 
Port Isabel 1 
San Antonio 1 
U. S. Border Patrol 1 


1 
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Mountain 


Montana 1 1 
Highway Patrol Le, 1 


Nevada 1 
Las Vegas 1 1 


ts 


New Mexico 1 
San Miguel County 1 1 
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Utah 1 
Highway Patrol 1 1 
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Rock Springs 1 1 


*Personal Weapons (hands, fists, feet, etc.) 
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Region 


Division Total Type of Weapon 


Offi 
Killed [Handgun | Rifle | shotgun | other | 


Pacific 


California — 112 10 
Highway Patrol 
Los Angeles County 
Placer County 
San Clemente 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
Stockton 
Ventura | 
West Covina | 
Yreka 
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Washington . 
Kitsap County 
Pierce County 
Tenino ; : 1 
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fe 
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COMMONWEALTH OF , 
PUERTO RICO. —s |._— 4 Boe 20 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


BY TYPE OF WEAPON 


Handgun 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Total Firearms 


Knife or Cutting 
Instrument 


Bombs 
Personal Weapons 


Other (clubs, etc.)| 


Grand Total 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1978 
_ TYPE AND SIZE OF FIREARM 


Size of Weapon 


Handgun 


Handgun size 


. 22 Caliber 

. 25 Caliber 

. 32 Caliber 
7,65 Millimeter 
9 Millimeter 
.357 Magnum 

. 380 Caliber 

. 38 Caliber 

.41 Magnum 
.44 Magnum 

. 45 Caliber 
Caliber not reported 


me PDH O1D “Te Dw OI 


Rifle size 


. 22 Caliber 

. 222 Caliber 

. 223 Caliber 
5.56 Millimeter 
7. 62 Millimeter 
. 30-30 Caliber 
. 300 Caliber 

. 308 Caliber 
.45 Caliber 


Shotgun size 


.410 Gauge 

.22 Caliber/20 Gauge Over and 
Under , 

16 Gauge 

12 Gauge 

| Gauge not reported 


*Included in handgun category. 
wa [3 ers 
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LOCATION of FATAL FIREARMS WOUNDS 
Number of Victim Officers — 
1978 


Head: 45 


Torso: 37. 
Total: 91 


Below Waist: 9 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED BY FIREARMS 


LOCATION OF FATAL WOUNDS 
SUFFERED BY VICTIM OFFICER 
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DISTANCE BETWEEN VICTIM OFFICER AND OFFENDER 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1978 


~ HOUR OF DAY 


12:01 - 1:00 
1:01 - 2:00 
2:01 - 3:00 
3:01 - 4:00 
4:01 - 5:00 
5:01 - 6:00 
6:01 - 7:00_ 
7:01 - 8:00 
8:01 - 9:00 
9:01 - 10:00 
10:01 - 11:00 
11:01 - 12:00 
12:01 - 1:00 
1:01 - 2:00 


2:01 - 3:00 


3:01 - 4:00 


~ 4:01 - 5:00 


5:01 - 6:00 
6:01 - 7:00 
7:01 - 8:00 
8:01 - 9:00 


9:01 - 10:00 


10:01 ~ 11:00 | 


11:01 - 12:00 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
BY DAY OF WEEK 


_1974 1975 1976 _1977 
11 


Total 
2] wv} ul iw] ss 
ul | ol os | 
ora ed ra 
Friday | | os 

Pa 


Tuesday 
Wed nesday 
Thursday 


| as | as | 
Saturday 1 
‘Total 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


BY MONTH 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


Circumstances at Scene of Incident 


1977 and 1978 © 


Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, et Oe 


man with gun, etc.) 


Burglaries in progress or 
pursuing burglary suspects 


Robberies in progress or 
pursuing robbery suspects 


Attempting other arrests 
(excludes burglary and 
robbery arrests) 


Civil disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 


Investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 


Ambush (entrapment and 
premeditation) 


1977 (_] 93 KILLED 
1978 [2 93 KILLED 


Ambush (unprovoked attack) 
Mentally deranged 


Traffic pursuits and stops 
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PROFILE OF VICTIM OFFICERS 
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Percent 41 and. over . 
Average years of law - 
enforcement ‘service 

Percent | year 

or less of service 
Percent less than 

5 years of service 

Percent 5 through 10 

years of service 


Percent over 10 
years of service 


Average height — 


Percent in uniform 
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PROFILE OF OFFENDERS 


Convicted on criminal 
charges—granted leniency =—=s—__ 


On parole or probation 
at time of killing 


sr 9 Arrested on prior murder-charge™ 
Prior arrest on narcotic 
drug law violation 


Prior arrest for assaulting 
policeman or resisting arrest 


Prior arrest for weapons violation 
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JANUARY 


California . 


A 29-year-old patrolman with the West Covina, 
California, Police Department was slain by a 26-year-old male 
who had recently left a mental hospital without official release. 
After having been observed committing a traffic violation, the 
subject was pursued by a West Covina officer who was ultimately 
joined by the victim and a third officer; all three were in 
one-officer patrol units. While attempting to elude the — 
officers, the subject lost control of his automobile, which 
collided head-on with the victim patrolman's unit. Subsequently, 
the offender, armed with a .38-caliber handgun, exited his car 
and the remaining two pursuing officers arrived at the scene. 

As the victim officer--unaware that the subject possessed a 
weapon--approached the male, he was shot three times, twice in 
the head and once in the arm. The assisting officers returned 
fire, fatally wounding the subject. The victim patrolman, who 
had 5 years of law enforcement service, was pronounced dead 
at a local hospital. 


Louisiana 


Working at a bank on a paid security detail, an 
off-duty uniformed Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, Sheriff's Office. 
deputy was shot and killed. A 22-year-old male allegedly entered 
the institution and without speaking began firing a 9-millimeter — 
handgun at the victim. In the ensuing gun battle, the 
32-year-old deputy was fatally wounded. After the shooting, 
the subject left the bank pursued by two witnesses who observed 
him flee in a pickup truck driven by a second male. Later that 
same day, the-subject was-discovered at a. Baton.Rouge hospital. 
where he was seeking treatment for a gunshot wound. He was 
subsequently convicted for the ll-year veteran deputy's murder 
and was sentenced to death. . 


Tennessee 


In the late evening hours the body of a 65-year-old 
deputy with the Giles County, Tennessee, Sheriff's Department 
was found lying face down in a culvert beside his patrol car. 
The victim officer, who had 23 years of law enforcement experi-~ 
ence, had apparently stopped a vehicle, and upon exiting his 
patrol car, was shot five times with a foreign manufactured 
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7.65-millimeter handgun. His body was discovered by a passing 
motorist, who used the radio in the deputy's vehicle to call 
for assistance. Subsequent investigation led to the arrest of 
a 23-year-old male suspect. The accused, who was tried and 
found guilty of second-degree murder, was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 


Washington 


During a struggle with a suspected vandal, a 5-year 
veteran patrolman with the Tenino, Washington, Marshal's 
Office was shot and killed. At the request of the Tumwater, 
Washington, Police Department, the victim officer had gone to 
the local residence of a 20-year-old male fitting the 
_ description of an individual who, upon being refused service 
at a tavern, had allegedly vandalized the establishment. A 
struggle erupted between the male and the 44-year-old 
patrolman as the officer attempted to gain entrance to the 
suspect's dwelling. During the scuffle, the suspect report- 
edly obtained possession of the officer's .357-magnum handgun 
and shot him twice in the head. The suspect was arrested at the 
scene by a Rainier, Washington, town marshal and was later 
. Charged with first degree murder in connection with the officer's 

death. 


FEBRUARY 


California 


A 13-year veteran officer with the San Francisco, 
California, Police Department was.shot and killed after locating ... 
a. suspect who had fled when the officer attempted to stop his 
vehicle. Two assisting officers and the victim, who was on 
motorcycle patrol, located the suspect' s parked car at his See 
apartment building. Upon answering the door, the 34-year- -old 
suspect was identified by the victim officer as the person he 
had attempted to stop earlier. Allegedly, the male refused 
to show any identification, slammed his apartment door shut, 
and as the policemen forcibly entered the darkened apartment, 
fired three shots from his .41-magnum handgun before fleeing> 
from the officers' return gunfire. The male victim officer, 
aged 40, expired from a wound to the head, and a second 
officer suffered a shoulder wound. The subject, a prior 
mental patient, was apprehended a short time later, subsequently 
found incompetent to stand trial, and ‘commiered to a mental 
institution. 
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District of Columbia 


Still dressed in uniform under a civilian overcoat, 
an off-duty officer with the Metropolitan Police Department 
was killed during the robbery of a local lounge. In the early 
evening hours, four male subjects entered the establishment 
and announced a holdup. While one subject emptied the cash 
register, the other three forced the 35-year-old officer, who 
was the only patron, and the four employees of the lounge to 
lie on the floor. While searching him for valuables, the 
subjects discovered the victim was a policeman. Gunfire erupted 
between the 12-year veteran officer and a 25-year-old parolee, 
who allegedly fatally wounded the victim in the head and chest 
with a .22-caliber handgun. The subjects fled the scene ina 
car driven by a fifth male. Five suspects, aged 18, 19, 21, 
23, and 25, were subsequently apprehended and charged with murder. 


Florida 


A 25-year-old deputy with the Hernando County, Florida, 
Sheriff's Office was shot and killed while searching two suspects 
he had stopped leaving a convenience store. Allegedly, the 
males, aged 32 and 22, attacked the lone deputy, gained control 
of his .357-magnum service weapon, and shot him. Although wearing 
a bulletproof vest, the officer, with over 4 years of law 
enforcement service, was fatally wounded by a bullet which 
entered his chest area through the side opening of his vest. 
He managed to use his patrol car's radio to summon help before 
collapsing, but died shortly after the incident at a local 
hospital. The subjects, one of whom was on probation, fled the 
scene in a car stolen from a female they had allegedly kidnaped, 
raped, and killed in another city earlier that same day. Both 
were subsequently apprehended after a high-speed chase and gun 
battle with police. 


Mississippi 


A 28-year-old patrolman with the Leland, Mississippi, 
Police Department died as the result of a gunshot wound suffered = 
in September, 1977. The officer, with just more than a year of 
law enforcement service, was in pursuit of a vehicle reported 
to have been involved in an armed robbery in a nearby jurisdiction. 
After stopping the vehicle which contained three males, the victim 
was shot in the head with a 5.56-millimeter rifle. Responding 
officers were able to halt the fleeing suspects and take them 
into custody. Two, aged 26 and 23, were charged in connection 
with the incident. The victim officer died 5 months later as 
a result of surgical complications in connection with the wound. 
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Nevada 


Following a traffic stop, a 14-year veteran officer 
with the Las Vegas, Nevada, Metropolitan Police Department was 
slain. Witnesses allege the victim officer, aged 41, had just 
dismounted his motorcycle when the driver of the suspect vehicle 

' left his car, approached the officer, and fired at him with a 

9-millimeter handgun. The male suspect, aged 30, fled in his 

vehicle, but was subsequently located in the. bathhouse of a 

‘ privately owned swimming pool in a nearby residential area. 
After lunging at officers who attempted to open the door to the 
bathhouse, the suspect was shot and killed. 


Texas 


With over 19 years of law enforcement experience, a 
41-year-old Ranger of the Texas Department of Public Safety, was 
on detective assignment and assisting in an undercover narcotics 
operation when slain. The male Ranger and other law enforcement 
officers surrounded a residence where an undercover narcotics 
buy was being attempted. Upon hearing a single shot from inside 
the dwelling, the victim, who was stationed at the back of the 
house, partially forced open the rear door and started to enter. 
The 27-year-old male subject fired a .38-caliber handgun through 
the door, fatally wounding the Ranger in the head. Other officers 
at the scene apprehended the subject who was subsequently 
charged, convicted, and given a life sentence for the Ranger's 
slaying. 


MARCH 


: California 


A Los Angeles County, California, Sheriff's Department 
deputy was found shot to death on the floor of the Gorman | 
substation. Reportedly, the 51-year-old deputy had arrested a 

_ 30-year-old male in connection with an alleged disturbance. 
During the subsequent processing procedure, the suspect allegedly 
obtained the victim's .38-caliber service handgun and fired it 

: six times into the officer's head, upper chest, and neck. 

Minutes later, the victim's wife and two sons discovered the 
‘body, managed to lock the assailant in a detention cell, and 
informed surrounding jurisdictions of the incident. The 2l-year 
veteran officer died at the scene. 
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New Jersey 


An off-duty officer with the Newark, New Jersey, 

Police Department was shot and killed in hig apartment during 
an attempted burglary. Investigation revealed that an unknown 
perpetrator entered the victim's apartment and was searching it 
- when the 16-year veteran officer awoke. In an attempt to flee, 
the burglar shot the officer in the chest with a .22-caliber 
handgun. The 42-year-old victim managed to fire his service 
weapon while chasing the escaping subject, but succumbed ‘to his 
injuries without apprehending the subject. 


APRIL 


California 


Pursuit of a subject fleeing from a dwelling reportedly 
being used for the illegal manufacture of drugs culminated in the 
death of a Los Angeles County, California, Sheriff's Department 
deputy. When the victim anda second deputy entered the reported 
drug factory, they separated in order to follow suspects who 
were attempting to escape. During the foot chase, one subject 
apparently gained control of the victim's .38-caliber service 
handgun, shot him in the head, and fled with the weapon. A 
19-year-old male was subsequently arrested, charged, and COnvaCT EG 
in connection with the 27-year-old deputy's death. The 
victim officer had 5 years of law enforcement experience. 


Florida 


A Coral Gables, Florida, Police Department ll-year 
veteran officer was shot to death by a subject he stopped for 
a traffic violation. Following the stop, the victim officer--on — 
patrol with a police dog caged in the back of his vehicle--was 
_ joined by a one-officer backup unit. Both officers remained 

seated in their vehicles while the victim conversed with the------ 

violator who stood outside the officer's patrol unit. After 
a short conversation, the 28-year-old male subject walked back 
to his car, groped inside momentarily, and returned to the 
police vehicle. Although neither officer had observed the 
subject retrieve anything from his car, the male suddenly 
produced a .380-caliber handgun and shot the canine patrol 
officer. He then fired at the second officer, who took cover 
inside his vehicle. As the backup officer returned fire, the 
subject rushed to his car and sped away. The 41-year-old canine 
patrol officer died from a neck wound; and the second officer, 
spared serious harm by his bulletproof vest, suffered only minor 
injury. Subsequently, the subject was apprehended and sentenced 
to death for the officer's murder. 


239 


An off-duty deputy sheriff in Escambia County, Florida, 
was killed during a robbery at a local grocery store. The 
39-year-old officer was working as a plainclothes security guard 
when five males entered the store and ordered the customers to 
Lie on the floor. Witnesses alleged that while other suspects 
were robbing the store's cash registers and office safe, one 
shot the unarmed victim once in the back of the head with a 
_.38-caliber handgun. All five assailants fled the scene. Two 

suspects have been apprehended, and the remaining three are 
still at large. The victim officer had 5 years of law enforcement 
service. . 


Georgia 


While assisting another officer who had just detained 
a robbery suspect, the chief deputy with the Catoosa County, 
Georgia, Sheriff's Department was killed with his own service 
weapon. Sighting the suspect's car, the first officer stopped 
the. vehicle and ordered the suspect out. Simultaneously, 
the 24-year-old victim deputy arrived to provide cover as the 
other officer searched the suspect. When the officer crouched 
to search the male's lower leg area, the suspect allegedly 
grabbed the victim deputy's .357-magnum service weapon and shot 
both officers. The deputy was killed instantly by a shot to 
the neck, while the second officer suffered a wound to the thigh. 
The 36-year-old male fled with the deputy's weapon, but was 
arrested the following day by Tennessee authorities. The 
victim deputy had 5 years of law enforcement service. 


Michigan 


Following a traffic stop, a 44-year-old lieutenant 
with the Jackson, Michigan, Police Department was slain. The 
23-year veteran officer had reportedly stopped a pickup truck 
and was interviewing its driver in his patrol car when he was” 
shot. Although wounded three times, the lieutenant managed — 
to radio for help. Responding officers discovered the victim, 
who was still holding his-recently fired .38-caliber. service... 
weapon, lying beside his unmarked patrol vehicle. With the 
aid of police dogs and a helicopter, the officers subsequently 
apprehended a male subject, aged 26. The suspect, who was | 
found hiding in a swamp near the scene of the shooting, 
allegedly had in his possession a .44-magnum handgun which is 
believed to have been the murder weapon. 


Mississippi 


During a gun battle, an investigator having 11 years 
of law enforcement experience with the Natchez, Mississippi, 
Police Department received a fatal wound to the head. The 
33-year-old officer and a second investigator responded to a 
man-with-gun complaint at a local animal hospital where a 
23-year-old male subject was reportedly threatening to shoot 
an employee. When the officers arrived at the scene, they 
observed the employee fleeing in an automobile with the suspect 
in pursuit. After the officers followed and stopped the suspect's 
vehicle, the victim officer convinced the male driver to place 
his .44-magnum handgun on the seat of the vehicle. As the 
second investigator reached for the handgun, the subject grabbed 
the weapon and shot him once in the arm. In the ensuing exchange 
of gunfire, the victim officer was fatally wounded and the 
suspect was killed. 


Missouri 


After stopping a speeding vehicle, a 32-year-old 
deputy with the Jefferson County, Missouri, Sheriff's 
Department was slain. Witnesses allege that the victim officer, 
who had 10 years of law enforcement experience, was in the 
process of issuing a traffic citation when the driver of the 
vehicle produced a .380-caliber handgun and began firing. The 
victim, who was wearing a bulletproof vest, was struck three 
times in the chest, fell to. the ground, and was subsequently 
fatally shot in the head. The subject is still at large. 


Montana 


A Montana Highway Patrol officer, aged 30, was shot 
and killed during an attempt to apprehend a fugitive. The 
- victim patrolman accompanied by’ a Lincoln County, Montana, 
Sheriff's Department deputy was in pursuit of a 28-year-old 
male subject wanted on a felony charge. Following a high-speed 
chase, the subject. suddenly exited his vehicle and allegedly... 
began firing a .308-caliber rifle at the victim's patrol car. 
The 7-year veteran officer was struck once in the chest and died 
instantly. The suspect, after fleeing to a nearby residence 
and taking two individuals hostage, subsequently surrendered. 
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‘New York — 


Two officers’with the New York, New York, Police 
Department were gunnéd. down after stopping to investigate two 
suspicious males. While his partner remained in the patrol 
vehicle, one officer, aged 29, alighted and approached two 
males standing on the: sidewalk outside an apartment building. 
He talked with the two-=a 36-year-old parolee and his 27-year-old 
acquaintance--and then: checked a nearby alley before returning 
to the car. Simultaneously; .one of the subjects, for whom a 
warrant was outstanding, walked over to and engaged in 
conversation with the officer sitting in the police unit. Just 
as the returning officer was about to reenter the vehicle, his 
partner sprung out of the car to frisk the subject near him. A 
struggle ensued as the 28-year-old officer attempted the search, 
and his partner rushed to help subdue the male. Before the 
assisting officer could reach the two, the second male 
subject allegedly opened fire at the three with a 9-millimeter 
handgun. Although mortally wounded, the assisting officer 
returned fire with his .38-caliber service weapon before 
collapsing next to the patrol vehicle. At about the same time, 
the other officer and the subject with whom he was struggling 
were also shot, both suffering fatal wounds. The officers, 
with 7 and 8 years of law enforcement experience, both died 
from head and chest wounds. The reported perpetrator suffered 
leg wounds, but fled the scene in his automobile. He was, 
however, apprehended and charged shortly after the incident. 


North Carolina 


Investigating the source of gunfire she heard 
nearby, a police officer discovered a fellow Wilmington, 
North Carolina, Police Department officer lying fatally 
wounded next to his patrol vehicle. The lone officer had 
reportedly returned to his Gar after talking with the cashier ~~ 
of a convenience store when he was ambushed by an unknown 
masked assailant. The subject allegedly emptied his .223-caliber 
weapon into the 24-year-old-patrolman's- body, inflicting-multiple 
wounds to the chest and abdomen. He then reloaded and fired at 
‘the cashier through the store window before fleeing with the 
officer's .357-magnum. service weapon. The officer, who had 
over 3 years of law enforcement service, was pronounced dead 
on arrival at a local hospital. 
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Ohio 


During a bizarre shooting spree, a 32-year-old 
deputy with the Clark County, Ohio, Sheriff's Department 
was shot and killed. Reportedly, when the deputy responded to 
a man-with-gun call at a local residence he was fired upon by 
the male subject, aged 18, but was not injured. The assailant 
then fled on foot, firing at an unoccupied sheriff's vehicle 
as he ran through neighboring lawns. A second officer joined 
in the pursuit of the subject, but when his patrol unit was 
fired upon, he exited the vehicle to assist the victim deputy in 
searching the area on foot. Witnesses allege that the subject, 
who had hidden in a garage, suprised the deputy as he ran past 
the area, and wielding a 12-gauge shotgun, fired at the victim: 
striking him twice in the head. - Although the deputy returned 
fire before collapsing, the assailant fled unhurt. Subsequently, 
the subject stole several vehicles at gunpoint and continued to 
‘shoot at pursuing officers. One officer was injured by flying 
glass when the windshield of his patrol car was shattered by 
a blast from the subject's shotgun. Surrounded by police 
officers, the suspect eventually surrendered and was sentenced 
to life imprisonment for the murder of the deputy, who had more 
than 4 years of law enforcement experience. . 


Pennsylvania 


An off-duty detective corporal with over 11 years of 
law enforcement experience with the Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
Police Department was slain while responding to a robbery in 
progress. The victim corporal, aged 35, was acting as a part- 
time security guard at a local grocery. store when a citizen 
informed him that there was a robbery taking place at a store 
next door. The officer ran to the scene where he encountered 
a male exiting the establishment. Identifying himself as a. 
police officer; he commanded the “subject to halt. Ina 
simultaneous exchange of gunfire, the 33-year-old male subject: 
allegedly fired one shot from a .357-magnum handgun striking 
_the.victimin the. right side. The. assailant -then fled-in-a- ~ 
stolen vehicle, but was apprehended 5 days later after a shookout 
at his girlfriend's residence in Trenton, New Jersey. 
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Texas 


While attempting to intercept a group of aliens 
trying to enter the country illegally, a 3l-year-old Agent 
with the United States Border Patrol was slain. As the aliens 
crossed the Rio Grande River under cover of darkness, they were 
spotted by the victim and his partner, who pursued them on foot. 
In an attempt to apprehend the individuals, the Agents separated 
and when the victim's partner returned to rejoin his fellow 
officer, the Agent could not be located. After an exhaustive 
search, the victim's body was discovered in a nearby irrigation 
canal, and a later autopsy revealed he had been strangled. No 
suspects have been identified in connection with the Agent's 
death. 


Vermont 


After a high-speed chase with alleged game violators, 
an off-duty game warden supervisor with the Vermont Fish and 
Game Department was assaulted and killed. Reportedly, the 
48-year-old victim attempted to stop the violators' vehicle 
as it left a meadow where the inffaction had occurred. When 
the occupants ignored his warnings to stop, the warden requested 
state police assistance and pursued the vehicle. Finally 
stopping, the 24-year-old male driver reportedly exited his 
vehicle and attacked the victim. In an ensuing struggle, the 
warden was struck repeatedly about the head with his own 
flashlight which was wielded by the subject. The 18-year 
veteran officer died shortly after being transported to a local 
hospital. The subject was apprehended at the scene by responding 
officers. 


Washington 
After stopping a pickup truck which was towing an 
automobile with no taillights, a Kitsap County, Washington, 
Sheriff's Office deputy was slain. As the truck pulled onto 
the shoulder of the road, the towed vehicle broke away and 
rolled into a ditch. The deputy then summoned the truck's male 
occupants, aged 21 and 23, back to his patrol vehicle. He was — 
apparently unaware that a third male, who had been inside the 
_ towed auto, had approached the parked truck. Subsequently, the 
truck began to roll backwards and the driver returned to the 
vehicle to set its brake. As he alighted to rejoin the officer, 
the third subject, aged 22, allegedly came forward and without 
warning shot the’ 30-year-old officer with a .357-magnum handgun. 
‘The victim, who was wearing a bulletproof vest, was shot in 
the chest, back, and head. The three subjects then fled the 
scene but were subsequently apprehended and charged. The victim 
deputy had over 2 years of law enforcement service. 
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Georgia 


While responding to a silent alarm at a local furniture 
store, a patrolman with the Atlanta, Georgia, Bureau of Police 
Services was killed. The alarm was set off by an employee of 
the store when four males entered the premises and at gunpoint . 
forced employees and customers into a storage room.. During the 
course of the robbery, the victim officer entered the store with 
his service weapon drawn, and as he walked down an aisle, was 
shot once in the head. Two suspects, both aged 32, have been 
arrested and charged in connection with the death of the officer. 
The 3l-year-old patrolman had 5 years of law enforcement 
experience. 


Kansas 


The body of a Kansas Highway Patrol trooper was. found 
lying in a ditch alongside his patrol vehicle after the officer 
made an apparent traffic stop on an interstate highway. The 
26-year-old officer had been shot twice in. the head with 
his own .357-magnum service weapon, the victim of an apparent 
execution-style slaying. The trooper's service weapon and 
ticket book were missing. Later that same day, another 
Kansas Highway Patrol trooper was fired upon by the occupants 
of a car he was attempting to pull over. The suspects, with 
the trooper in pursuit, drove into a pasture whereupon they 
turned their automobile around and allegedly rammed the 
officer's vehicle with their own. They then abandoned their 
automobile and fled on foot. Following an intensive manhunt, 
all three assailants were captured. The offenders, aged 
31, 25, and 21, were subsequently charged with the murder of 
the.slain-officer,. who. had four years of law-enforcement 
experience. One subject was a parole violator being sought 
in connection with an armed robbery. 


Louisiana 


On responding to the report of a shoplifting eden 
at a local supermarket, a 35- ~year-old deputy with the Lafourche - 
Parish, Louisiana, Sheriff's Office was shot. Allegedly, as — 
the victim deputy was questioning the female shoplifting suspect, 
three males entered the building and assaulted the store owner. 
When the victim went to the owner's aid, a struggle ensued 
during which one of the males reportedly obtained control of 
the officer's .45-caliber service weapon. The deputy, who had 
3 years of law enforcement experience, was shot in the abdomen, 
resulting in his death 2 weeks later. Responding officers 
apprehended the male assailants, aged 35, 34, and 29, as well 
as the female, aged 25. 
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New York 


While effecting the arrest of an individual creating 
a disturbance, a 27-year-old officer with the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey Police Department was killed. As the 
officer was leading the subject through a bus terminal, a 
struggle ensued during which the male, aged 26, managed to obtain 
the officer's .38-caliber service weapon. The assailant then 
fired six shots, striking the victim in the head and chest and 
wounding three passersby. After the officer fell to the floor, 
the male hit him numerous times about the head with the handgun 
and threatened a responding officer with the weapon. When the 
subject ignored commands to drop the gun, he was shot and killed. 
The victim officer had over 2 years of law enforcement experience. 


Oklahoma 


A lieutenant and two troopers with the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol were killed while attempting to apprehend two 
escapees from the Oklahoma State Penitentiary. .After getting 
a description of a pickup truck the escapees had stolen, the 
two troopers located the males on a country road, and subse- 
quently became involved in a gun battle with them, during which 
-poth officers were killed. One trooper, 62 years of age with 
32 years of experience, was killed by a blast to the chest from 
a 12-gauge shotgun. His partner, 50 years old with 25 years of 
service, was shot in the head with a .222-caliber rifle. The 
suspects fled in the stolen pickup truck to a nearby town, but _ 
were located in a residential area by Oklahoma Highway Patrol 
aircraft. When officers converged on the residence at which 
the escapees had stopped, a second gun battle erupted. The 
36-year-old lieutenant, a veteran with 12 years of law enforce-_ 
ment experience, was killed and his partner wounded when a 
12-gauge shotgun was fired through a window of their patrol 
vehicle. The escapees,-aged-35-and-25, were also killed during. 
the exchange of gunfire. 


Puerto. Rico 


After responding to a burglary in progress at a local 
supermarket, a patrolman with the Police of Puerto Rico was shot 
and killed. The 37-year-old officer and his partner were 
sitting in their parked patrol vehicle when bystanders indicated 
that several male subjects were attempting to enter the back of 
the store. Since an initial search failed to produce any suspects, 
the victim officer drove through the surrounding area in the 
patrol vehicle as his partner searched the immediate vicinity of 
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the store on foot. Allegedly, when the victim stopped the patrol 
car and stepped out, he was shot in the side with a -32-caliber 
handgun. Two male subjects were subsequently apprehended; one, 
aged 19, was charged with first degree murder, and the second 
subject was referred to juvenile authorities. The victim, who 
had 8 years of enforcement experience, succumbed to his wounds 
several hours later. 


Texas 


An officer with the Austin, Texas, Police Department 
was slain after issuing a traffic citation to the driver of an 
automobile he had stopped. The officer, a 26-year-old male, 
stopped the vehicle and ran a wanted check on its two occupants. 
After he issued the citation to the car's female driver, the 
victim received a radio transmission advising him the other 
occupant was wanted on a misdemeanor theft warrant. Apparently 
without warning, the officer was then shot eight times with a> 
7.62-millimeter rifle as he was reapproaching the stopped car.- 
The two suspects fled the scene in their vehicle but were 
located by police a short distance away. Following a gun 
battle with the responding officers, the 27-year-old female 
surrendered, but her male passenger, who allegedly shot the 
victim officer, escaped while repeatedly firing his weapon. 
Reportedly, upon running out of ammunition, the 27-year-old 
male threw a hand grenade which, although the pin was pulled, 
failed to detonate because the device's handle. had been taped 
down. The male suspect was apprehended after a 5-hour search, 
and both subjects were charged with capital murder. The victim 
officer, who died as a result of massive internal injuries to 
the chest, had 5 years of law enforcement service. 


A Port Isabel, . Texas, Police Department patrolman, 
with 6 years of law. enforcement. service, was slain while 
responding to a disturbance call at a local residence. The 
victim. officer, aged 29, and a fellow officer met the complainant 
at the scene and were informed that a 38-year-old male was 
inside the house with a gun. The victim took cover beside a 
garage and called the subject's name, but upon receiving no 
response, stepped away from the building and was. shot once in 
the chest with a .22-caliber rifle. The suspect was subsequently . 
apprehended by officers at the scene. oe Me § 


we 3G me 


JUNE 


Kentucky - 


While sitting at his desk in the early morning hours, 
the Chief of Police, Campton, Kentucky, was killed by a single 
shot fired through his city hall office window. Reportedly, an 
18-year-old male was seen fleeing the immediate area. The 
suspect, who was present when his brother was arrested by the 
victim the previous night, had apparently threatened the 23-year- 
old police chief at that time. Subsequently, he allegedly 
obtained a .22-caliber rifle and returned to town in his sister's 
car. Parking opposite City Hall, he reportedly fired through the 
victim's office window from his vantage point inside the car. 
Having less than 1 year's service, the police chief died at the 
scene from a head wound. The subject was subsequently arrested 
and charged with murder. 


Louisiana 


The body of an off-duty sergeant with the St. Tammany 
Parish, Louisiana, Sheriff's Department was discovered by a 
Louisiana State trooper in the driveway of a local funeral home. 
The victim, who had over 3 years of law enforcement service, had 
been shot in the back with a .32-caliber handgun and had died 
instantly. Allegedly, when the sergeant had finished his regular 
duty shift, he had changed into plain clothes and was patrolling 
in his privately owned pickup truck searching for four recent 
jail escapees. The victim, aged 26, was last seen in the station 
house less than 1 hour before his body was located. No suspects 
have been identified. 


Maryland 


Two officers with the Prince George's County, Maryland, 
Police Department were killed at a police substation while a 


larceny suspect they had apprehended was being processed. ~ Pies 


suspect, a 15-year-old male, was taken by one victim officer, 
aged 26, into a fingerprinting room where a struggle ensued and 
the suspect allegedly gained control of the officer's .38-caliber 
service weapon. Reportedly, the male shot the 6-year veteran 
once in the abdomen, exited the room, and encountered two other 
officers. Upon seeing them, the suspect allegedly fired four more 
shots striking the second officer, a 25-year-old 5-year veteran, 
who had aided in his arrest. The juvenile was subdued at the 
scene by other officers. Both victims succumbed to their wounds 
shortly after the incident. Subsequently, the suspect was found 
-guilty of voluntary manslaughter and violation of firearms laws. 
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Minnesota 


A 23-year-old Douglas County, Minnesota, Sheriff's 
deputy was killed while attempting to handcuff a prisoner 
for transportation from the Sheriff's Office to a county jail. 
As the officer prepared to handcuff him, the 32-year-old subject 
produced a 9-millimeter handgun and shot the deputy, who had 
3 years of law enforcement experience, twice in the abdomen. 
The assailant then fled the scene in his pickup truck, and 
following a high-speed chase and gun battle with responding 
officers, was wounded and captured. The offender died 3 days 
-later as a result of his wounds. . 


Tennessee —_ 


On responding to a family disturbance call, two 
patrolmen with the Chattanooga, Tennessee, Police Department 
were shot and killed. Witnesses allege that the officers, 
aged 35 and 29, arrived at the scene simultaneously, approached 
the house, and knocked on the door. A male subject, aged 39, 
allowed the officers to enter the residence, but minutes later 
the victims were seen backing out of the doorway. Suddenly, 
shots were heard and both officers dropped to the ground. One 
officer, who had 6 years of law enforcement experience, managed 
to return fire but died at the scene. The second officer, with 
4 years of law enforcement service, died 3 days later. Both 
patrolmen were shot once in the chest with a .38-caliber handgun. 
The assailant also died at the scene as a result of the guneite: 
returned by one victim officer. 


Texas 


While effecting a narcotics arrest, a 28-year-old 
officer with the Houston, Texas, Police Department was slain... 
and a second officer injured. Following the arrest of a male 
subject, aged 42, and two female companions, .the officers had 
returned to their patrol vehicles with the suspects. During 
“the subsequent séarching procedure, the male assailant allegedly — 
produced a .38-caliber handgun firing at both officers. The 
victim was shot in the head and abdomen and his partner sustained 
gunshot wounds in the arm and back. Both officers were able to. 
return fire, injuring the subject. Several hours later, the 
victim, who had over 3 years of law enforcement service, died. 
All three suspects were arrested and the male assailant has been 
charged with capital murder. 
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Wisconsin 


Two Waukesha County, Wisconsin, Sheriff's Department 
officers were slain during court proceedings at the county 
courthouse. A 52-year-old deputy sheriff, serving as the 
courtroom baliff, and a 50-year-old sergeant were present in 
the courtroom when a male subject, on trial for sexual assault, 
obtained the deputy's .38-caliber service handgun. A struggle 
ensued during which the weapon discharged twice, and one bullet 
struck the deputy in the finger and then passed into the sergeant's 
leg. Allegedly, the subject then shot both officers in the head 
before fleeing the courtroom with a male hostage. After releasing 
the male captive, the subject took a female hostage and escaped. 
However, he was later apprehended after a shootout with officers 
of the Madison, Wisconsin, Police Department. The 23-year 
veteran deputy died at the scene of the fatal attack, while the 
sergeant, who had 21 years of service, died the following day. 
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California 


While assisting other officers in an attempt to 
apprehend vandalism suspects, a 27-year-old patrolman with the 
Yreka, California, Police Department received a fatal gunshot 
wound to the chest. Earlier the same day, the suspects allegedly 
had vandalized a liquor store, slightly injuring an employee; 
led police in a high-speed chase during which officers were fired 
upon; and then fled into a wooded area where a gun battle ensued. 
In the exchange of gunfire, the victim was fatally shot with a 
.22-magnum rifle, and a. California Highway Patrol .officer. and. 
three suspects were wounded. Two females, aged 18 and 24, and 
three males, aged 17, 23, and 26, were subsequently arrested 
and charged in the death of the patrolman, who had 2 years of 
law enforcement experience. 


When he attempted to apprehend an escapee from a mental 
health facility, a Placer County, California, deputy sheriff, 
with 5 years' law enforcement service, was slain. The deputy 
located the escapee alongside a highway, but when he tried to 
take the male subject into custody, a struggle ensued. During 
the scuffle, the assailant gained control of the deputy'’s .357- 
magnum service handgun and shot the victim three times. The 
29-year-old offender was later shot and killed when he became 
involved in an exchange of gunfire with responding officers. 


Ohio 


After responding to a possible armed robbery at a 
local convenience store, a 29-year-old, 6-year veteran of the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Police Department was slain. Upon arrival 
at the scene, the police officer, who was accompanied by a 
civilian observer, saw two males leaving in an automobile. 

The victim determined these two individuals were suspects in 
the incident and gave pursuit, stopping the suspects within a 
short distance. As the deceased officer and the civilian 
observer approached the stopped vehicle on foot, the driver 
exited the car and began firing a .38-caliber handgun at the 
officer, striking him three times. When the victim fell to 

the ground mortally wounded, the civilian, also wounded, picked 
up the officer's weapon and fired six shots into the assailants' 
automobile as they sped away. Following an extensive investi- 
gation, the suspects, aged 25 and 26, were captured and both 
were subsequently convicted of aggravated murder, aggravated 
attempted robbery, and felonious assault. 


Puerto Rico 


A 23-year-old officer with the Police of Puerto was 
slain moments after he arrived at the scene of an armed robbery. 
The victim and his partner were among other officers who 
responded to the market where the incident was occurring. While 
the officers were waiting outside the establishment, two males, 
both armed, exited the store with a 2-year-old child hostage. 
Immediately, one of the robbers opened fire with a shotgun, 
fatally wounding the victim officer in the head. The suspects 
escaped in an automobile, but abandoned both the vehicle and the 
hostage a short distance from the scene. Two suspects, aged 
23 and 25, have been identified in connection with the incident. 
The victim policeman had = years of law enforcement experience. 
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. A 30-year-old Nashville, Tennessee,.police officer-was-~ 
slain as he waited for his order at a local restaurant. The 
victim officer, who was off duty but still in full uniform, was 
standing at the counter when two armed males entered the premises. 
Immediately, one of the offenders grabbed the officer from behind, 
placed a handgun to his throat, and shot the victim once in the 
neck. After taking money from the cash register and manager's. 
office, the subjects fled the scene. The officer with nearly 
6 years of law enforcement experience was pronounced dead 
approximately 1 hour later at a local hospital. One subject was 
subsequently apprehended. 


Wyoming 


While seated in an unmarked police vehicle with three 
other law enforcement officials, a Rock Springs, Wyoming, 
patrolman was shot and killed. The 29-year-old victim, who 
was scheduled to testify before the Wyoming State Grand Jury _ 
in connection with alleged vice and corruption of Rock Springs 
public officials, was shot once in the head with a .38-caliber 
handgun. One of the other three occupants of the police car, 

a 50-year-old male, has been arrested and charged in connection 
with the incident. 


AUGUST 


Alabama 


An off-duty Prichard, Alabama, patrolman was ambushed 
as he left a Mobile, Alabama, nightclub. The victim officer 
was entering his car when he was approached by a male subject. 
After a brief exchange of words, the assailant fired a blast 
from a .410-gauge shotgun striking the officer in the chest. 

The 24-year-old officer chased his assailant and fired three 
shots before falling to the pavement mortally wounded. The 
“victim patrolman, who had less than 1 year of law enforcement 
service, died later at a local hospital. The 34-year-old male 
suspect, who had previously been arrested by the victim officer, 
escaped but was subsequently arrested and charged in the patrol- 
man's death. 


California 

While attempting to serve a search warrant for 
narcotics at a private residence, a Stockton, California, 
Police Department patrolman was slain. When the victim and 
three fellow officers, all in plain clothes, arrived at the = = |. 
residence, the victim proceeded to cover the dwelling's rear 
exit while the other officers went to the front door. The 
three officers repeatedly knocked on the door, stated their 
identities and announced they had a search warrant, but re- 
ceived no answer although they could hear a voice and move- 
ment from within. As the officers attempted to forcibly © 
enter the dwelling, a shot was suddenly fired through the 
door, wounding two of them. Immediately. the three took cover, 
and while doing so, heard a second shot inside the house. 
Subsequently, a 22-year-old male suspect reportedly shouted 
that he wanted to surrender, opened the front door, pushed 
a gun out, and then came out himself. Upon entering the 


nee. 


residence, the officers found the 26-year-old victim officer 
lying on the kitchen floor with a bullet wound to the chest. 
It was later determined the 5-year veteran patrolman's fatal 
wound was inflicted through the use of a .357-magnum handgun. 


While attempting to serve an arrest warrant, a 
32-year-old sergeant with the Ventura, California, Police 
Department was killed. The victim was a member of a team of 
officers who were assigned to arrest two male individuals for 
attempted armed robbery. When the officers arrived at one of 
the suspect's residence, they knocked on the door, identified 
themselves, and were admitted. The male who opened the door, 
one of the two persons the officers were seeking, was told 
to raise his hands and was asked if anyone else was in the 
house. Before he could answer, the second robbery suspect 
stepped from a darkened hallway and fired one blast from a 
12-gauge shotgun, striking the officer in the upper back. The 
22-year-old suspect fled through a back window of the house, 
.but was subsequently shot and killed by pursuing officers. The 
victim officer, with nearly 10 years of law enforcement experi- 
ence, was pronounced dead a short time later at a local hospital. 


Florida 


- While attempting to serve an eviction notice, a 
53-year-old deputy with the Broward County, Florida, Sheriff's 
Office was slain. The. deputy and his partner went to the 
apartment cited on the notice and knocked repeatedly on the 
door. On receiving no response from within the dwelling, the 
officers called in a locksmith to gain entrance. When the 
locksmith opened the door and the victim officer entered, he 
was immediately shot once in the abdomen with a .25-caliber 
handgun. Allegedly, the suspect, aged 33, barricaded himself... 
inside the residence and surrendered only after tear gas was 
employed. The deputy, who had 22 years of law enforcement 
experience, died shortly after the incident as a result of 
massive internal injuries; the suspect had a history of mental 
disorders Pa Sete ieee beth aos at Prato ea it Satan eae saa Sie - ~ - * a tee asad et aaa 


Louisiana 


A 43-year-old patrolman with the Henderson, Louisiana, 
Police Department was shot and killed after responding toa 
disturbance call. The victim officer and his partner were 
questioning two individuals, a man and his wife who were 
involved in an accident which had precipitated the reported 
disturbance. When the wife began arguing with one officer, 
he took her by the arm and began leading her to the patrol 
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vehicle. Allegedly, the husband produced a .38-caliber handgun 
from his pickup truck and commenced firing at both officers. 
The victim officer was killed by a gunshot wound to the head 
and the other suffered a wound to the stomach. The slain 
patrolman had been a law enforcement officer for only 2 days. 
The subject, aged 22,.was arrested and charged with the 
patrolman's slaying. 


Minnesota 


After a pickup truck ran a closed border crossing 
from Canada into the United States, a deputy with the Roseau 
County, Minnesota, Sheriff's Department was detaining the driver 
of the vehicle when the 21-year-old male allegedly shot the 
officer several times. Other responding law enforcement units 
found the victim lying beside his patrol car and- suffering from 
wounds to the head, chest, abdomen, and leg inflicted by a 
.22-caliber sawed-off rifle. The pickup, whose license number 
the deputy had cited earlier on his radio, had left the scene 
but was observed by officers in the immediate area. A police 
roadblock was set up, and as the subject tried to evade it, an 
officer fired at the vehicle, puncturing a tire and causing the 
truck to veer into a ditch. Officers then approached the subject 
and subsequently arrested him without further incident. The 20- 
year-old victim deputy, who had 2 months of law enforcement 
service, died at a local hospital later that day. 


Pennsylvania 


Assigned along with several other law enforcement 
officers to execute the court-ordered eviction of a self- 
proclaimed revolutionary group from a house they were occupying, 
a 23-year veteran patrolman with the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
Police Department was slain during the operation. Alleged . 
extreme violators of city sanitary and health regulations, some 
of the group barricaded themselves in the residence and refused 
all orders to vacate. Reportedly, the last fortifications had 
been: removed~-from-around the-premises and officers had entered ~~ 
the dwelling when gunfire suddenly erupted from inside the 
house, felling the victim officer and wounding other law 
enforcement personnel on the scene. The 52-year-old victim 
suffered a wound to the head inflicted with a .223-caliber 
rifle. He died at the scene. Subsequently, ten subjects, six 
males and four females, were arrested without further incident 
and charged with the officer's murder. 


Puerto Rico 
After stopping to assist a female whose automobile 


was apparently disabled, a 33-year-old officer with the Police 
of Puerto Rico was slain. While on patrol, the officer and 
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his partner observed a woman near a parked automobile with its 
hood raised. On stopping to investigate, the officers were 
confronted by five individuals, some of whom possessed weapons. 
When two of the individuals grabbed one patrolman and began to 
disarm him, the victim officer drew his weapon and fired at the 
assailants. However, the subjects returned fire and struck the 
patrolman in the head, killing him instantly. Meanwhile, the 
victim's partner's hands were tied, and he was blindfolded and 
led to a nearby beach area. He later escaped unharmed. The 

- assailants fled the scene and have not been identified. The 
victim patrolman, who had served as a law enforcement officer 
for 3 years, was killed by a shot fired from a 9-millimeter 
handgun. 


Texas 


A 31-year-old patrolman with the Harker Heights, Texas, 
Police Department was shot and killed when he detained a possible 
suspect in an arson that had occurred minutes before. The victim 
officer checked out of his patrol unit and was questioning the 
suspect when the 33-year-old male allegedly produced a .25-caliber 
handgun, and without warning, shot the patrolman. The officer, 
who had 3 years of law enforcement experience, died at the 
scene from a gunshot wound to the head. The subject escaped, 
but was subsequently arrested, tried, convicted, and sentenced 
to death for the patrolman's murder. 


Virginia 


On responding to a family disturbance call, a..32- 
year-old officer with the Henrico County, Virginia, Division 
of Police was slain. After a call to the police was received 
indicating that a man involved in the disturbance was possibly 
armed with a shotgun, the victim officer was dispatched to the 
local-residence. Upon arrival, the victim was conversing with 
the suspect's wife on the porch of the house when he asked that 
her husband join the discussion. Without warning, the 47-year- 
old male opened. the. door,..allegedly shot. the. victim officer—-in 
the abdomen with a 16-gauge shotgun, and then immediately 
slammed and locked the door, barricading himself inside the 
residence. Other officers at the scene called for assistance, 
and the suspect, who was contacted by telephone, reportedly 
declined pleas to vacate the dwelling. However, following the 
utilization of tear gas by police, he did surrender without 
further incident. The victim officer, who had 3 Years: of law 
enforcement service, died at the scene. 
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SEPTEMBER 


Florida 


After stopping to aid the occupants of a disabled 
automobile, a Florida Highway Patrol trooper was shot and 
killed. The 23-year-old victim officer used his. police radio 
to request that a tow truck respond to the scene. Minutes : 
later, a passing motorist advised police via the patrol vehicle's 
radio that both the trooper and the responding tow truck driver — 
had been shot. Two males, aged 15 and 13, were apprehended a 
short distance from the scene by an officer with the Florida 
City Police Department. They allegedly were driving the tow 
truck which had responded to the trooper's.call. The victim 
officer, who had 1 year of law enforcement experience, was 
fatally wounded in the head by a shot fired from a -357-magnum 
handgun. 


Georgia 


While attempting to serve an arrest warrant, a deputy _ 
with the Houston County, Georgia, Sheriff's Department was slain. 
Reportedly, when he arrived at the residence of the individual 
named on the warrant, the victim deputy was fired upon and a 
gun battle ensued. The 20-year-old deputy was wounded five times 
with a .45-caliber handgun, suffering wounds to the head, back, 
chest, shoulder and arm. A 24-year-old male suspect was 
apprehended later at a local hospital where he was seeking treat~ 
ment for a gunshot wound. The wound was allegedly received during 
the confrontation with the victim officer who had served more than 
1 year with the Sheriff's Department. 


Louisiana. 


A 47-year-old deputy with the Union Parish, Louisiana, 
Sheriff's Department was slain while attempting to execute an 
arrest warrant. After arrival at the residence of the individual 
named on. the warrant, the officer was shot twice in the abdomen 
with a .22-caliber handgun. He died several hours later at a 
local hospital. The 23-year-old male the deputy had attempted 
to arrest was apprehended by Tuscaloosa, Alabama, police and 


charged with the 7-year veteran officer's murder. 
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New Mexico 


While off duty, a 33-year-old deputy with the 
San Miguel County, New Mexico, Sheriff's Office was ambushed. 
The deputy, who had served less than 1. year with the Sheriff's 
Office, was working ina field near his home when he was shot 
twice with a .300-caliber rifle which was fired from a distance 
of 150 to 175 yards. One shot caused-a superficial wound to 
the victim's arm, while the second entered his back causing 
a fatal wound to the chest. His assailant has not been 
jdentified, but the attack is believed to have been perpetrated 
in retaliation for the earlier death of an individual who was 
killed during an altercation with the deputy. In court pro- 
ceedings prior to the deputy's slaying, he had been cleared of 
all charges in connection with the incident, and the individual's 
death was ruled justifiable homicide. 


Oklahoma 


The Catoosa, Oklahoma, Chief of Police was slain when 
he responded to a robbery-in-progress call. Upon entering the 
premises where the robbery was occurring, the chief was shot 
twice with a .22-caliber handgun by one of the two alleged robbers. 
Before succumbing to his wounds, the 46-year-old chief managed 
to return gunfire, wounding both males. One, aged 29, died at 
the scene, apparently as the result of an accidentally self- 
inflicted gunshot wound to the head. The other, aged 25, escaped 
but was later captured when he went to a local hospital seeking 
treatment for wounds believed to have been suffered during the 
altercation with the victim officer. The chief was a 24-year 
veteran of law enforcement. 


Virginia 


A 37-year-old sergeant with the James City County, 
Virginia, Sheriff's Department was slain while searching an 
automobile. . The victim-officer.observed.the automobile 
containing three occupants parked in the back lot of a local 
motel and stopped to investigate. After obtaining the driver's 
operators license, the sergeant noticed a small bag of marijuana 
on the vehicle's back seat, confiscated it, and requested _ 
permission to search the automobile, which was granted. Finding 
a second, larger bag of marijuana, the victim was continuing 
his search when the vehicle's driver allegedly obtained the 
sergeant's .357-magnum service handgun and shot him once in the 
head, fatally wounding him. A 19-year-old male suspect has been 
apprehended in connection with the incident. The deceased officer 
had 9 years of law enforcement experience. 
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Louisiana 


While transporting a suspect, who had been arrested on > 
a charge of drunkeness, a Shreveport, Louisiana, police officer 
was slain. Allegedly, the arrestee was riding in the back seat 
of the victim officer's patrol car when he produced a .357- 
magnum handgun and fired several shots through the back of the 
front seat. At least two of the projectiles hit the officer 
causing him to lose control of the police unit and crash into 
a guardrail. When it stopped, the victim exited the vehicle and 
ran, but he collapsed a few yards away. His assailant escaped. 
Later, the 29-year-old male suspect was captured by responding 
officers. Subsequent investigation revealed the suspect, whom 
the officer was transporting at the time of the incident, was 
| an escapee from a Maryland penitentiary where he had been 
serving a term on a conviction for manslaughter. The 3l-year- 
old deceased patrolman had less than 1 year of law enforcement 
experience. 


Mississippi 
Following a conversation with his accused assailant, 
a 20-year-old patrolman with the Taylorsville, Mississippi, : 
Police Department was slain. According to witnesses, the officer 
and the suspect were conversing while sitting in their vehicles 
which were parked in the lot of a local supermarket. As the 
victim officer started to leave the scene, the suspect allegedly 
produced a .30-30-caliber rifle and fired a shot through the 
patrol vehicle's open window, striking the patrolman in the chest. 
When the officer accelerated his vehicle, a second shot was fired 
at him, resulting in a wound to the head. The patrolman, who 
had 2 years of law enforcement experience, was dead at the” 
scene. The suspect, a 24-year-old male, was apprehended at his 
residence by the Smith County Sheriff the following day. Prior 
to the slaying of the patrolman, the suspect. had reportedly — .—.- 
threatened his wife and child. Subsequently, the wife called 
the Smith County Sheriff's Office and asked that the suspect be 
arrested. Although advised that no action could be taken until 
she obtained a warrant, the wife apparently told her husband the 
sheriff was coming to arrest him; whereupon, the suspect allegedly 
threatened to kill the sheriff when he arrived. When the sheriff 
' failed to appear within 30 minutes, the suspect reportedly left 
his residence with a rifle, stating he would find the sheriff and 
kill him. 
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Puerto Rico 


While he and his partner were attempting to prevent an 
automobile theft, a 24-year-old policeman with the Police of 
Puerto Rico was slain. While on patrol, both in plain clothes 
and operating an unmarked vehicle, the officers observed an 
automobile occupied by ‘three males stop and its driver exit and 
attempt to remove the lock from a parked car. In an effort £O- 
thwart the theft and apprehend the suspects, the victim got out 
of the patrol unit and his partner maneuvered it into a position 
which would block the suspects’ flight by car. When the officers 
announced their identities, one of the suspects shot the victim 
twice, once each in the throat and chest, while a second rammed 
the police unit with the suspects' automobile. On exiting the 
patrol car, the partner pursued the suspects into a nearby park, 
where a gun battlé ensued. The suspects, however, escaped and | 
have not been identified. The victim policeman, who had over 4 
years of law enforcement service, was dead on arrival at a local 
hospital. 


Washington | 


While attempting to apprehend bank robbery suspects, 
a deputy with the Pierce County, Washington, Sheriff's Department. 
was shot and killed with a .45-caliber semiautomatic rifle. 
The victim deputy and a Washington State trooper, who he was 
assisting in a pursuit of the suspects, observed the alleged 
robbers abandon their vehicle and run into a wooded area. As 
the two officers began to follow on foot, the trooper requested 
that the 30-year-old deputy return to his car and advise other 
responding officers by radio of those areas that would block 
the escape paths of the subjects. During an eruption of gunfire 
from the wooded area, the victim, who had over 2 years of law 
enforcement experience, sustained a fatal gunshot wound to the 
chest. Other officers arriving at the scene found the victim ~~ 
lying in a ditch adjacent to his patrol unit. Investigation 
has resulted in the identification of eight suspects involved 


NOVEMBER 


California 
Lying in front of his patrol vehicle, which had the 


emergency lights and motor still in operation, the body of a 
“San Diego, California, Police Department patrolman was found by 
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officers responding to the scene. Apparently the victim had been 
gunned down by a traffic violator he had stopped in the early 
morning hours. Although the 3l-year-old officer was wearing a 
protective vest, three of the six shots from the » 38-caliber 
weapon fired at him entered his side and one his head, inflicting 
fatal wounds. From information provided by witnesses, a vehicle | 
matching a description of the one the officer had stopped was 
located parked in front of a residence by an officer participating 
in an intensive search of the area. The car had allegedly been 
borrowed by two males, 17 and 20 years of age, who were subse- 
quently arrested and charged with the death of the officer, who 
had 4 years of law enforcement experience. 


Upon responding to a call for medical assistance, a 
patrol officer with the San Clemente, California, Police Depart-_ 
ment was shot and killed. Reportedly, when the 30-year-old. victim 
officer arrived at the scene -- an alley behind a commercial . 
establishment -- he exited his patrol vehicle and was shot || 
twice by a subject wielding a .38-caliber handgun. The officer 
wag wearing a bullet-proof vest but received a fatal wound to 
the chest when apparently he entered a crouched position and a 
bullet passed directly into the chest area at a place not 
protected by the vest. An ambulance responding to the same 
medical assistance call discovered the officer in the alley, 
but the suspect, believed to be the person for whom the medical. 
aid was intended, fled the scene on foot. Subsequent investiga- 
tion led to the arrest of a 23-year-old male suspect, who had a 
prior history of mental treatment and at the time of his arrest 
was suffering from an apparently self-inflicted knife wound. 

The victim officer had more than 3 years of law enforcement 
service. 
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Massachusetts 


A Lowell, Massachusetts, Police Department patrolman 
responding to a robbery-in-progress call at a pharmacy died as a 
result of a gunshot wound to the head. Reportedly, at the 
direction of the proprietor, the victim chased a male who ran 
out the rear door of the store toward a waiting vehicle. As the 
officer caught up with the 29-year-old subject, a scuffle ensued. | 
The offender allegedly broke loose from the officer's hold and 
fired a .38-caliber weapon at point blank range hitting the 
victim in the head and chest. Two other officers, who had 
arrived during the confrontation, shot and wounded the assailant 
as he escaped in the getaway car allegedly driven by a female. 
While one officer remained with the fatally injured 53-year-old. 
patrolman the other became engaged in a high-speed pursuit of the 
subjects. He and assisting officers subsequently stopped the 
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vehicle and apprehended the two occupants. The 26-year-old 
female was charged in the death of the veteran officer, who had 
22 years of law enforcement experience, but the male died the 
the following day from the injuries he incurred. — 


New: York 


‘While attempting. to thwart a “bank robbery, a detective 
with the New York, New York, Police Department was shot and 
killed. The 35-year-old detective was off. duty and in the bank — 
on personal business when a male entered the establishment and 
at gunpoint demanded money from one of the bank tellers. After 
identifying himself as a police officer, the detective drew his 
service weapon and was shot in the chest with a .38-caliber 
handgun by the 29-year-old subject. The 12-year veteran officer 
returned gunfire and wounded the subject in the head. The 
subject ran out a side door of the bank, but collapsed in the 
street and died shortly afterwards. . 


Texas 


A detective with the San Antonio, Texas, Police 
Department and his partner, a deputy with the Bexar County, Texas, 
Sheriff's Department, were attempting to execute a narcotic 
search warrant when, without warning, the detective was shot and 
killed. . Several law enforcement officers covered the outside of 
the apartment building as the two approached to serve the warrant. 
Allegedly, as they knocked on the door to the unit occupied by 
a 28-year-old male, the officers were fired upon through the 
closed door witha 9-millimeter automatic weapon. — The 3l-year- 
old detective, who had 9 years of law enforcement experience, 
suffered a fatal head wound and his partner was injured. Other 
officers at the scene subsequently apprehended the male’ aac hala 
and..charged. him in. the victim's. death... 


’ Utah. . 


A passing motorist discovered the body of a Utah 
-Highway Patrol trooper lying on the roadside next to his patrol 
vehicle. Apparently, the officer had been shot by a subject 
he had stopped for a traffic violation. — The victim, who had 4 
years of law enforcement experience, died from a chest wound 
inflicted with a .357-magnum handgun. A short time later, police 
became involved in a high-speed chase which culminated in the 
arrest of an 18-year- -old suspect who was charged with the 29- 
year-old trooper's death. The suspect was allegedly driving a 
stolen vehicle at the time of his apprehension. 


West Virginia 


After arresting a 20-year-old male and bringing him . 
before a magistrate on a stream littering charge, a West Virginia 
Department of Natural Resources conservation officer was shot 
and killed. -While in court, a charge of passing worthless 
checks was also placed against the subject. Before proceeding 
with this second matter, however, the court ordered the subject 
to accompany the officer to the stream and remove the various 
appliances he had discarded there. In order for the subject to 
remove the litter, the 29-year-old victim officer transported 
the subject home to obtain clothing and his truck. While inside 
the residence, the subject allegedly obtained a .30-30-caliber 
rifle and shot the officer in the head. The subject, . with his. 
wife and children, then drove to Akron, Ohio, where he was 
apprehended late that night. The victim officer had — more than | 
a year of. law enforcement service. 
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Alabama 


An Alabama State Department of conservation game war- 
den for Escambia and Baldwin Counties, Alabama, was found shot 
to death in a wooded area. Reportedly, the victim confronted | 
three subjects who were hunting on private property without 
permits. As he attempted to arrest the males, the game warden 
was shot in the head with a 12-gauge shotgun and killed instantly. 
The alleged assailant, aged 40, and the other two males, aged. 
24 and 21 years, then reportedly stole the victim's 16-gauge 
shotgun and moved his official car which blocked their escape. 
The three men were. subsequently apprehended... The— et hati 
victim had 10 years of law enforcement experience. 


Two California Highway Patrol traffic officers were _ 
slain with their own service weapons after they apparently had 
stopped a. car for a traffic violation. The bodies of the two 
officers,. aged 50 and 35, were found by a Yolo County deputy who, 
while on patrol, had heard several gunshots and then observed 
the victim officers' vehicle parked beside an interstate highway. 
On investigation it was determined the two officers each received 
fatal gunshot wounds to the head, inflicted by .38-caliber 
handguns. Two suspects, a 23-year-old male and an 18-year-old 


female, have been arrested in connection with the incident. 
Both slain officers were veterans, one with 21 years of service 
and the other with 12. 


Maine 


A 22-year-old patrolman with the Paris, Maine, Police | 
Department was slain while attempting to make an arrest. The 
patrolman and a second officer were working in the police station 
when the patrolman observed a male known to have had his opera- 
tor's license suspended driving an automobile. In response, 
the patrolman left the station in his police cruiser and pursued 
the male. When the victim officer located the suspect, the 
male had parked and left his vehicle and walked a short distance 
to the parking lot of a local business where his estranged wife 

“was employed. ‘The officer drove his cruiser into the business’ 
parking lot, exited the patrol unit, and approached the subject, 
who had entered his wife's automobile which was parked at the 
scene. Reportedly, the subject observed the officer's arrival, 
got out of the vehicle, and produced a .38-caliber handgun 

(purchased earlier in the day) with which he shot the patrolman 
once in the shoulder. The victim officer apparently then 
returned to his cruiser, and while summoning assistance, was 
shot a second time -- suffering a fatal wound to the chest. | 
The subject then approached the front entrance to his wife's 
place of employment where he exchanged gunshots with the owner. 
of the company, who, having observed the previous shooting 
incident, shot and killed the 51-year-old subject. The victim — 
patrolman had less than 1 year of law enforcement service. 


Mississippi 

A 15-year veteran of law enforcement was slain while | 
assisting three Mississippi Game and Fish Commission Wardens 
who were attempting to apprehend poachers in a rural area. The © 
victim officer, a deputy with the Franklin County, Mississippi, 
Sheriff's Office, was struck once in the chest with a blast 
from a 12-gauge shotgun’and killed instantly. His assailant fled 
the scene, but a 15-year-old male was subsequently arrested and 
charged with the 70-year-old deputy's murder. 


On responding to a man-with-gun call, a 31-year-old 
patrolman with the Columbia, Mississippi, Police Department was 
slain. Minutes before the officer was shot, he had confronted 
the suspect and had been successful in taking a handgun from the 
Male. Reportedly, the subject immediately returned to his car 
and obtained another weapon. Seeing this, the officer again 
approached the offender and was struck in the head by a blast 


from a 20-gauge shotgun. As the 7-year veteran officer lay. 
on the ground, the 28-year-old male assailant allegedly walked up 
and shot the officer again. The subject fled the scene, but was 
arrested nearby by responding officers. : 


Missouri 


Without warning, a 34-year-old Kansas City, Missouri, 
police officer was fatally wounded as he sat in his parked patrol 
vehicle writing a report. One shot fired from a -38-caliber 
handgun went through the patrol car's window and struck the 
officer in the chest, killing him. One suspect, a 29-year-old 
male, has been arrested and charged with capital murder in_ 
connection with the 7-year veteran officer's death. The victim 
officer had testified against his alleged assailant in a recent 
drug trial. 2s 


New York 


An 18-year veteran New York, New York, police officer 
was slain when he interrupted an armed robbery in progress ata 
Brooklyn auto parts store. The 49-year-old victim officer 
entered the store after he and his partner observed a vehicle 
double parked in front of the establishment. Upon entry, he was 
shot three times with a .22-caliber handgun and collapsed with- 
out being able to utilize his service weapon. Two male suspects, 
aged 33 and 22, have been arrested and charged with the officer's 
murder. 


Pennsylvania 


An off-duty corporal with the Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania, Park Police Department was slain while attempting. 
to. thwart..the.robbery.of a.bar... The..39-year-old officer and. ..... 
his brother were in the establishment when two males entered 
and produced sawed-off shotguns. When the two ordered the vic- 
tim and his brother against a wall, the officer drew his personal 
weapon and a gun battle ensued. The victim officer, who had 4 
years of law enforcement service, was wounded once in the chest 
with a .410-gauge weapon and was pronounced dead on arrival at 
a local hospital. During the exchange of gunfire, one of the 
alleged robbers was also wounded, but both escaped the scene. 

One suspect, a 23-year-old male, has been apprehended in connec- 
tion with the incident. 


Tennessee 


; A 22-year-old patrolman with the Nashville, Tennessee, 
Metropolitan Police Department was slain as he was interviewing | 
a witness in connection with a burglary investigation. While 
the interrogation was taking place, the owner of the house where 
the interview was being conducted apparently attempted to 
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interfere. When the victim officer tried to arrest the owner, 
the male allegedly produced a .45-caliber handgun and shot the 
patrolman once in the chest. The officer, who had 1 year of 

law enforcement service, managed to return gunfire, wounding 

the 53-year-old suspect. The patrolman was pronounced dead on 
arrival at a local hospital, and the subject was subsequently 
arrested and charged with murder in connection with the officer's 


death. - 
Texas 


A 12-year veteran patrolman with the Fort Worth, Texas, 
Police Department was slain as he attempted to execute an arrest 
warrant for criminal mischief. Two assisting officers covered 
the rear entrance to the subject's residence while the victim and 
a fourth officer went to the front door. The victim and his part- 
ner were admitted to the dwelling, and after a brief conversation 
with relatives of the male named on the warrant, were told he 
was in another part of the house. While his partner stayed with 
the subject's relatives, the 45-year-old victim officer entered 
the dwelling's bathroom, and without warning, was shot in the 
head with a .25-caliber handgun. In response to the shooting, 
the victim's partner entered the bathroom and observed the 
suspect attempting to escape through an open window. Although 
the subject shot at the partner and wounded 
managed to return gunfire, killing the 24-year-old suspect. 
The victim officer was dead on arrival at a local hospital. 


At the scene of a family disturbance, a Mission, Texas, 
Police Department officer was slain. The victim and another 
officer were called to a local restaurant where the owner was 
arguing with one of his sons. As the officers separated the 
two, a second son came on the scene and allegedly fired two 
shots at the officers,.who returned fire wounding the male... 
twice. During the exchange of gunfire, the father apparently 
had gone into the restaurant and returned brandishing a .45- 
caliber handgun, whereupon he reportedly opened fire, striking 
the victim officer several times. However, before the 26-year- 
old: victim patrolman succumbed to his wounds he was able to 
fire in return, killing his assailant. The victim officer had 
6 years of law enforcement experience. 
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